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Rl. Hon. Speoker ond Colleogues;

On mony instonces o hondful of government officiols ore selected to
deliberote ond sign treoties on beholf of Ugondo without involving the
people's representotives, thot is the Members of Porlioment. This House ought
to pick interest in the motter of entering treoties, conventions, ogreements or
other orrongements between Ugondo ond ony other country or between
Ugondo ond ony internotionol orgonisotion or body.

One such Treoty is the Energy Chorter Treoty (ECT) thot hos for-reoching
implicotions for climote chonge, o motter thot is not restricted to
geogrophicol boundories.

Bockground

ECT, is on investment treoty thot wos developed in the 1990s to enoble
multiloterol cooperotion in the Energy Sector. ECT is controversiol in the
sense thot it protects investors ogoinst discriminotory occess, expropriotion,
notionolizotion, breoches of controct ond other unexpected circumstonces thot
could impoct their profit expectotions. ln porticulor, privileges gronted to
investments in the Energy Sector ore increosingly in conflict with efforts to
curb climote chonge ond environmentol degrodotion.

The controversies surrounding the ECT hove cost member stotes colossol
sums of money in orbitrotion cloims chollenging government octions
mode in the public interest, such os environmentol policies or the
protection of humon rights ond locol communities. This is why countries
like Fronce, Spoin, Polond ond the Netherlonds hove onnounced plons to
withdrow from the Energy Chorter Treoty (ECT), orguing thot the occord runs

counter to their climote gools. Belgium, Denmork, Slovenio ond Germony ore
olso reportedly considering o similor move. ltoly withdrew from the ECT in 2016.

Ugondo's involvement wilh the ECI

ln 2015, Ugondo signed the non-binding lnternotionol Chorter (lEC) os o
demonstrotion of politicol commitment moking the first step towords
occeding to the Energy Chorter Treoty (ECT). ln 2019, Ugondo took o step
further towords occeding to the ECT by submitting o letter of intent to the ECI
secretoriot.

Given the foregoing contention, it is our considered opinion thot Ugondo
reconsiders her intended occession to the ECT especiolly of o time when key
members of the Europeon Union ore considering withdrowing from the Treoty.
lf Ugondo proceeds with the occession plons, this will deroil our environment
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ond climote oction efforts ond olso expose the country to hefty fines in cose
of breoch of controct.

We ore cognisont of the provisions of Article 123 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Ugondo which bestows in the President, or ony person outhorised
by the president, the power to enter into Treoties, Agreements or Protocols
with other countries or other lnternotionol Orgonisotions on beholf of Ugondo.
We invite this House to consider o Constitutionol omendment to clothe
Porlioment with powers to hove on input in lnternotionol lnstruments. I

mointoin thot the some prerogotive ought to be exercised judiciously ond in
notionol interests os provided for under Article 99(l) of our Constitution.

Rt. Hon. Speoker ond Colleogues, onother reloted motter of concern is foilure
or refusol to rotify ond domesticote cruciol Treoties ond Protocols Ugondo
hos voted in fovour of ond in some instonces signed. So mony treoties which
ore rotifioble by the executive remoin unrotified. Most of those Treoties relote
to promotion ond enforcement of Fundomentol Humon Rights ond Freedoms
Without pre-empting Porlioment, this motter is before the Committee on
Foreign Affoirs, I hope oppropriote recommendotions will be mode.

ln the United Kingdom, for instonce, Porlioment hos o Stotutory role of
rotifying treotiest. The British Government is duty-bound to loy treoties, with on
Explonotory Memorondum, before Porlioment for twenty-one (21) sitting doys
before it con rotify them. Note thot whereos the Porlioment moy not debote,
vote or omend the treoties, the House of Commons con block rotificotion of
ony treoty indefinitelyz. lt is therefore importont thot Porlioment, under the
Rotificotion of Treoties Act, is wholly ond singly mondoted to rotify Treoties
entered on beholf of Ugondos.

ln the premises, it is underwhelming thot, insteod, Ugondo's interest is in
occeding to the ECT. Owing to the romificotions of the ECT, it is imperotive
thot Ugondo's porticipotion should not be undertoken in hoste especiolly ot
this time when the country's investments in oil ore in full geor. One of the most
controversiol clouses in the ECT is thot even when o country exits the treoty, it

remoins vulneroble to litigotion for the subsequent 20 yeors.

1 Constitutional Reform and Governance Act, 2010
2 House of Commons Library, 2017. Parliament's role in ratifying treaties, Briefing Paper No. 5855, 17th

February,2OL7.
3 Office of the Leader of the Opposition,2022. Alternative Policy Statement for Foreign Affairs for tY 2022-
2O23,March2022.
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a
Proyers

ln the circumstonces, I proy thot -
I . This House directs the Prime Minister to moke o Stotement on

government's plon to occede to the ECT;

2. This House urges Government to expedite Constitutionol Review,
including empowering Porlioment to hove on input in the process of
negotioting ond binding Ugondo to lnternotionol lnstruments, os well os

rotifying the some.

I beg to submil.
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